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about the cover:
This issue of the Journal features four special 
reports: case studies on the influence environ-
mental health has had in four counties across 
the country in the planning and design of built 
environments. Recent studies have shown that 
the way in which a community is built affects 
physical activity, obesity, and other health is-
sues. As our cover and the special reports point 
out, teamwork among the various departments 
and entities—e.g., environmental health, public 
health, city planning, and developers—is cru-
cial to the goal of making communities healthi-
er via their planning, design, and amenities. 
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