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about the cover
While the dangers of lead to children are well 
established, the dangers that lead poses to 
adults have historically received little atten-
tion. As this month’s cover feature, “Lead in 
Adults: The Lesser Concern Rears Its Head” 
points out, however, lead is quite dangerous 
for adults as well. Since research now suggests 
that risks of exposure even to lower levels 
of lead are higher than previously thought, 
agencies like CDC and others have reduced 
the definition of elevated blood lead level to 
≥10 mg/dL. Cumulative exposure to lead is 
also a health concern for adults, even if they 
have no history of occupational exposure.
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