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Climate Change & Health Equity Section:
Embedding health and equity in California climate action
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Strategies:
• Embed health and equity into climate change 

programs and policies so that implementation improves 
living conditions for communities facing inequities.

• Guide State investment and resource distribution to 
prioritize health equity. 

• Provide data, research, and tools to reduce and 
prepare for the health effects of climate change and 
maximize the health equity benefits of climate action.

• Increase the capacity of local and state health 
departments to work on climate change and health 
equity through consultation and technical assistance.  

• Engage with climate justice and health equity 
stakeholders to increase their decision-making power.

Mission: Assure that California’s 
actions to prevent and prepare for 
climate change improve health equity. 

CCHES helps to implement California’s 
climate change policies, contributing 
health equity guidance, research 
approaches, and tools, to improve living 
conditions and health outcomes with 
and for people facing inequities.



History of the CCHVI Indicators

4

CalBRACE Program



Climate Change & Health Vulnerability Indicators for California

Environmental Exposures:
Heat   

Air Quality   

Drought  

Wildfires 

Sea Level Rise 

Population Sensitivity:
Children and Elderly 

Poverty 

Education 

Race and Ethnicity 

Outdoor Workers

Vehicle Ownership  

Linguistic Isolation 

Disability

Health Insurance

Violent Crime Rate

Adaptive Capacity:
Air Conditioning Ownership 

Tree Canopy 

Impervious Surfaces 

Public Transit Access 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OHE/Pages/CC-Health-Vulnerability-Indicators.aspx 5
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Climate Change and Health Vulnerability 
Indicators for California (CCHVIs)
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How Stakeholders are Using the 
CCHVIs:

• Local vulnerability assessments
• State climate change grants
• Other statewide plans and policies
• Included in other platforms

Online Visualization 
Platform:
• Built using R Shiny
• "Living" resource with plans to improve 

and expand with health data



Lessons Learned
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• R shiny = flexible

• Never enough staff or time!

• Data get out of date very quickly

• Some populations underrepresented (e.g., Tribes, rural areas)

• There are so many tools out there!

• Overall indicator or index of vulnerability



CDPH Climate Change 
& Health Equity Section

Meredith.Milet@cdph.ca.gov

Thank you!

http://bit.ly/cchep

http://bit.ly/cchep
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