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I ntroduction
Environmental health affects every-
one. The air we breathe, the food we 

eat, the water we drink, and other aspects 
of the environment in which we live, work, 
and play all have a direct impact on our 
health. The Environmental Health Nexus 
(EH Nexus) from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) is a new 
communication network for sharing infor-
mation about environmental public health 
topics. It is managed by the associate direc-
tor for the communication team in the 
Division of Environmental Health Science 
and Practice (DEHSP). “CDC’s EH Nexus 
communicates about environmental health 
projects across the agency such as envi-
ronmental justice and climate and health, 
providing partners and the public with 
information, guidance, and recommenda-

tions. We look forward to collaborating 
with environmental health practitioners, 
academia, and our local, state, federal, ter-
ritorial, and international partners about 
these important issues,” stated CDR Anna 
Khan, associate director for communica-
tion for DEHSP within the National Center 
for Environmental Health at CDC.

The network was created to help CDC 
actively communicate about environmen-
tal public health with interested members 
of the public and public health colleagues 
whose work involves environmental health 
concerns. It promotes the communication 
work of the branches within DEHSP, as well 
as collaborates with internal and external 
partners. Our network can be divided into 
four pillars: webinars and conferences, 
newsletters, communication partners, and 
expanded outreach activities.

Background
Environmental health specialists work in 
many di�erent public health fields such as 
food and water safety, air quality improvement, 
emergency management, climate change adap-
tation, and childhood lead poisoning preven-
tion. They work in a wide range of organiza-
tions, including health departments at all 
levels, federal agencies, international public 
health agencies, private industry, and nongov-
ernmental organizations. They have acquired 
skills and insight from academics and on-the-
ground experience that cannot be simulated. 
The depth and breadth of their knowledge is 
an incredible resource for colleagues, decision 
makers, and the public.

The Environmental Health Nexus
The CDC EH Nexus is a hub for a variety 
of communication activities that connect 
resources, tools, and people involved in 
environmental public health work. Envi-
ronmental health professors, subject mat-
ter experts, environmental health special-
ists, and interested members of the public 
are able to share their insight and guidance 
through the EH Nexus.

The COVID-19 pandemic and other 
recent events have created an unprecedented 
demand for these skills. We created the 
EH Nexus to bring together subject matter 
experts and practitioners to share skills, les-
sons learned, useful tools, and other critical 
knowledge. We are not just sharing with each 
other, we are also sharing with interested 
members of the public and key stakeholders.

EH Nexus webinars provide applicable 
content for professionals and the public 
about important environmental health top-
ics, such as climate change and its impact on 
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public health. These webinars are designed 
to explain specific environmental health con-
cerns, events, and resources, in collabora-
tion with EH Nexus partners. Attendees are 
provided actionable information and addi-
tional resources to support them. Webinars 
are recorded and attendees are encouraged 
to share the recordings with their colleagues, 
partners, and communities.

The EH Nexus also hosts conferences. These 
events provide a more interactive knowledge-
sharing environment through breakout ses-
sions, open discussions, and presentations. 
We have covered topics on extreme heat and 
climate change and working with partners 
such as the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration and National Institute 
of Standards and Technology.

EH Nexus newsletters include a timely 
monthly topic, helpful tools, guidance, 
announcements of upcoming EH Nexus and 
partner webinars, and public health events 
across the globe such as World Food Safety 
Day. The newsletter also provides information 
that the audience can use to protect them-
selves, their families, and their communities.

The EH Nexus partnerships are a collection 
of partner organizations committed to shar-
ing environmental health information with 
audiences who have an interest in environ-

mental public health issues. EH Nexus part-
ner organizations are diverse and come from 
all sectors and jurisdictions. The common 
thread among the partners is a commitment 
to environmental health communication.

As partners, we work together on com-
munication activities, such as a webinar in 
March 2022 about climate change and how 
clinics can plan and prepare for its impact. We 
partnered with the Health Resources Services 
Administration on this event. We also collabo-
rated with the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency on webinars for National 
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week in October. 
We are planning many more upcoming collab-
orative activities with our partners.

Environmental Health Nexus 
Outreach
The EH Nexus is actively expanding its part-
nerships. All organizations that have an inter-
est in promoting environmental health activi-
ties are welcome to join. Joint webinars and 
other communication activities help our part-
ners reach new audiences and expand their 
outreach. The EH Nexus is also strengthening 
its connections with academic environmental 
health institutions. These institutions have 
strong connections with their local environ-

mental health communities and can help share 
information widely. To learn more, visit www.
cdc.gov/nceh/ehsp/ehnexus/index.htm. 
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Be part of the Environmental Health 
Nexus (EH Nexus) as we work together 
to share knowledge, save lives, and 
protect public health. Healthy environ-
ment, healthy you.

• Reach out to us at ehnexus@cdc.
gov to sign up as a partner.

• View the EH Nexus at www.cdc.gov/
nceh/ehsp/ehnexus/index.htm.

• Subscribe to the monthly 
newsletter at https://tools.cdc.
gov/campaignproxyservice/
subscriptions.aspx?topic_
id=USCDC_2150.

Join the Environmental  
Health Nexus!

neha.org/join

Join the only community of people as dedicated 
as you are about protecting human health and 
the environment.

Begin connecting today through NEHA membership.
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