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NEHA represents more than 7,600 government, private, academic, and uniformed services sector 
environmental public health professionals in the U.S., its territories, and internationally. This 
workforce represents the second largest constituency of the existing public health workforce, 
second only to nursing. NEHA is the profession’s strongest advocate for excellence in the practice 
of environmental public health. We deliver on our mission to build, sustain, and empower an 
effective environmental public health workforce. 
 
July 2, 2026 
 
RE: OMB-2026-0034, Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance 
 
The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) respectfully submits the following 
comments to the Office of Management and Budget's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), 
OMB-2026-0034, Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance. 
 
The proposed elimination of fixed-amount subawards would significantly increase the 
administrative burden for state, local, tribal, and territorial (SLTT) agencies and pass-through 
entities administering numerous small awards. While accountability for federal funds is essential, 
requiring cost-reimbursement documentation for relatively small subawards may produce limited 
additional stewardship benefits while substantially increasing administrative costs. 
 
Under fixed-amount subawards, recipients are accountable for completing agreed-upon activities 
and deliverables rather than documenting every individual expenditure. Requiring detailed 
financial recordkeeping, receipt collection, and cost documentation for smaller awards shifts 
valuable staff time away from implementing project activities and achieving public health 
outcomes. This burden falls particularly heavily on smaller health departments, tribal 
governments, territorial agencies, and nonprofit organizations with limited administrative capacity. 
 
OMB should consider retaining a fixed-amount subaward option below an appropriate threshold 
rather than eliminating the mechanism entirely. While the specific threshold is appropriately left 
to OMB's determination, maintaining a fixed-amount option for smaller subawards would 
preserve accountability for results while reducing unnecessary administrative burden for both 
recipients and pass-through entities. Such an approach would better align oversight requirements 
with risk, allowing recipients to devote more time and resources to achieving the objectives of 
their federal awards rather than to administrative documentation that may provide limited 
additional programmatic value. 
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Fixed-amount subawards are particularly well suited to programs that support standardized 
activities with clearly defined scopes of work, established deliverables, and predictable costs. In 
these circumstances, program success is best demonstrated through completion of agreed-upon 
outcomes rather than through detailed accounting of individual expenditures. Retaining a fixed-
amount option for appropriate lower-dollar awards would preserve strong accountability while 
allowing recipients and pass-through entities to focus their efforts on program implementation, 
measurable results, and public health impact. 
 
For these reasons, NEHA respectfully urges OMB to substantially revise or withdraw OMB-2026-
0034 proposal to maintain a stable and predictable federal grants framework. 
 
Thank you for your time and for supporting the environmental public health professionals who 
serve communities to promote the nation’s health and make us all healthier. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Larry Ramdin, MPH, MA, REHS/RS, CP-FS, HHS, CHO 
NEHA President 
lramdin@neha.org 
 

 
David T. Dyjack, DrPH, CIH 
NEHA Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
ddyjack@neha.org 
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