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NEHA Staff Profiles
As part of tradition, NEHA features new staff members in the Journal around the time of their one-year anniversary. These profiles
give you an opportunity to get to know the NEHA staff better and
to learn more about the great programs and activities going on in
your association. This month we are pleased to introduce you to
four NEHA staff members. Contact information for all NEHA staff
can be found on page 59.
Ellen Cornelius
I joined NEHA when I moved to Denver one
year ago. Before that I worked as a project
manager with the American Lung Association (ALA) of the Upper Midwest in Springfield, Illinois. I worked in the environmental
health division and managed projects related
to indoor and outdoor air quality. I also
became certified in radon measurement and
mitigation. The most rewarding work I accomplished at ALA was
answering questions from over 500 callers on our radon hotline. I
provided information to mostly the public on radon science, health
effects, interpreting their test results, and explaining how to mitigate their homes. This work illustrated to me the importance of
community education and how environmental health saves lives.
I graduated from Illinois Wesleyan University with a degree in
environmental studies. During my college years I enjoyed interning at various environmental agencies, including the Illinois Environmental Council where I worked with Illinois’ chief environmental lobbyists to pass legislation related to waste management,
farmers markets, and toxic chemicals. I also interned for the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency coordinating household
hazardous waste collection events.
I currently work in NEHA’s Program and Partnership Development (PPD) department and coordinate several programs, including NEHA’s National Environmental Public Health Internship
Program and Epi-Ready Foodborne Illness Response workshops.
I also work with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
on National Environmental Public Health Tracking programs like
radon standardization.
One of the best parts about working at NEHA is collaborating
with my amazing coworkers on projects and initiatives. I love how
creativity is encouraged and how easy it is to bounce new ideas
off each other. Some ideas I am passionate about are expanding
NEHA’s air quality program, strengthening our relationships with
students and young professionals, and improving NEHA’s Web site
presence. If one of these initiatives speaks to you, feel free to contact me at ecornelius@neha.org or find me on LinkedIn (https://
www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-cornelius-59772284).
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Bobby Medina
I came on board at NEHA in October 2015.
It has truly been a pleasure to work at such
an amazing organization. Everyone is energetic, friendly, and passionate about improving environmental conditions around the
world. It’s nice to have a career at an organization that shares your values and goals.
As a credentialing customer service representative, I get to perform a number of different tasks. Just a few of
my duties include invoicing credential renewals and applications,
uploading continuing education hours, and answering member
e-mails or phone calls on a variety of topics.
I love working in the customer service field and have always
enjoyed providing answers and assistance to the public in whatever role I am in. The interactions with people and listening to
their stories, or helping them with their problems, are a definite
highlight of the job.
I’m a Colorado native, which is actually a rare breed these days.
I graduated from Colorado State University-Pueblo with a communications degree and moved to Denver shortly after. I love the outdoors and frequently spend my free time hiking in the mountains,
biking, or playing tennis. Colorado has so many wondrous spots
to explore and I feel very lucky to live in such a great state. I can
also be found tasting all of the delicious food Colorado has to offer.
I am extremely excited to be a part of NEHA’s continuing efforts
to make the planet a better place and hope to be with the organization for many more years to come.
Solly Poprish
I joined NEHA one year ago as part of a
two-year fellowship dedicated to providing
hands-on experience in the field of public
health. Shortly after graduating from The
Ohio State University with a bachelor of science in public health, I joined NEHA’s PPD
department as a project specialist. Prior to
NEHA, I worked as a research assistant for
a policy-focused organization, and before that I interned with a
consulting firm to assist in developing a vaccine auditing system.
At NEHA I research how data is collected in the environmental
health realm and how this data can be better used to improve the
health of communities. I spend most of my time creating partnerships and starting conversations around data use with professionals across the country. My mission is to build a bridge between
the fields of data/technology and environmental health in order
to inspire innovative solutions to environmental health concerns.
My favorite part of this work is the many partnerships and voices
that have been brought to light around open data and informatics.
Whether it is through our app challenge or meetings with local
health department professionals, these experiences have inspired

