Y O U R ASSOCIATION

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Building Upon Our Role
in Emergency Response
Sandra Long, REHS, RS

H

appy New Year! Welcome to 2021.
I would like to start the year by acknowledging the National Environmental Health Association members. Thank
you for your continued membership. Membership numbers remained strong throughout 2020 at around 6,500. This number is a
testament to your collective dedication to the
field of environmental health.
Throughout 2020, as environmental health
professions, we had been asked to perform
duties outside of our comfort zones and have
done so with grace and professionalism. We
have functioned in an emergency response
mode for much of the year. The realization
of how essential the role of environmental health is in day-to-day life was greatly
emphasized in 2020 in tasks such as ensuring testing sites were setup and functioning,
enforcing orders from county judges and
governors, and providing information to the
public. It has been essential that we fulfill
our roles every day as environmental health
professionals.
As we move into a new year and a new
phase of the pandemic, it is important that
our role in emergency response is acknowledged. We need to use our momentum so that
recognition is not lost. Legislation passed in
June 2019, the Pandemic All-Hazards Preparedness and Advancing Innovation Act
of 2019, brings environmental health to the
emergency preparedness and response table.
It is up to us to make sure our roles are welldefined and understood.
Environmental health needs to actively be a
part of emergency preparedness and response
at all levels of government, as well as at all
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Right now is the
time to put a light
on the functions
of environmental
health and all areas
of our involvement.
phases. As plans are written, it is important for
environmental health to participate in defining its role in those plans. We need to define
the capabilities, responsibilities, and function
of environmental health for each situation
outlined. We know how we can respond in a
manner to best protect public health. For each
situation, we are aware of our training, as well
as the best practices for the situation. In writing emergency response plans, we can outline
our responsibilities so that environmental
health is placed where it needs to be to perform the essential functions of environmental
health. It is equally important that our functions are not overlooked. We can assure that
environmental health professionals will be
involved in all areas necessary by participating
in the planning process. Environmental health
is part of a much broader picture and therefore, it is vital that all these areas are discussed
in the planning phase.

In the implementation of emergency
response plans, the role of environmental
health should be further defined to provide
clarity of our functions to all concerned. It
is important that not only our coworkers
and other departments or divisions understand our role but also the public. Without
realizing it, the public is dependent of environmental health for many of the day-to-day
functions during an emergency response:
shelter assessments, safety of drinking water,
waste removal, food safety inspections, vector control, public health communications,
and disease surveillance.
The public thinks of emergency response
in terms of police, fire, and medical personnel. No mention of environmental health.
It reminds of a story I was told once about
the various organs of the body arguing about
which was the most important. The brain
thought it was the most important because
without it the person could not speak or have
thoughts. The lungs thought they were the
most important because without them the
rest of the body would not have oxygen. The
stomach thought it was the most important
because without it the body would lack nutrition. It was the heart that quietly said because
of my functioning all the rest of you can take
care of your jobs.
Right now, while we have attention, is
the time to put a light on the functions of
environmental health and all areas of our
involvement.
The public needs to be aware that environmental health is a key part of everyday
functions, as well as emergency response. I
would encourage each of you to bring atten-

tion to your accomplishments and functions.
This endeavor should include utilization of
all forms of social media to provide information on activities and programs, including
congratulations or praise for the accomplishments of your environmental health departments. Continue to apply for state governor

Did You
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and local city proclamations honoring environmental health with a day or week to bring
attention to and recognition of all the work
environmental health professionals have
been performing. These simple actions alert
and remind the public of the presence and
necessity of environmental health.

In closing, please remember the words of
Robin Williams: “No matter what people tell
you, words and ideas can change the world.”

President@neha.org

The student and health department application periods are open for the
2021 National Environmental Public Health Internship Program (NEPHIP).
NEPHIP exposes environmental health students to the important mission
and work of public health departments, as well as presents them with career
opportunities and encouragement to consider working at a public health
department. NEPHIP provides public health departments with a qualified
intern who is eager to gain field experience and contribute to departmental
work. The deadline for student and health department applications is
January 22. Learn more at www.neha.org/nephip.

SUPPORT T
TH E NEHA

ENDOWMENT
F O U N D AT I O N
DELEGATE CLUB
($1–$99)

Name in the Journal for 1 year.
Samuel M. Aboagye
Ahzairin Ahmad
Tunde M. Akinmoladun
D.V. Asquith Reynolds
Steven K. Ault
Gary Baker
Jeffrey Barosy
Edward Barragan
Marc E. Benchimol
Logan Blank
Sophia P. Boudinova
Danielle Bredehoeft
Freda W. Bredy
Kimberley Carlton
Deborah Carpenter
Kathy Cash
William D. Compton
Natasha Crawford
Daniel de la Rosa
Thomas P. Devlin
Concetta A. DiCenzo
Tambra Dunams
George Dupuy
Annette Eshelby
Wendy L. Fanaselle
Mark S. Fine
Darryl J. Flasphaler
Debra Freeman
Monica A. Fry
David P. Gilkey

he NEHA Endowment Foundation was established to enable NEHA to do more for the environmental health profession
than its annual budget might allow. Special projects and programs supported by the foundation will be carried out for
the sole purpose of advancing the profession and its practitioners.
Individuals who have contributed to the foundation are listed below by club category. These listings are based on what
people have actually donated to the foundation—not what they have pledged. Names will be published under the
appropriate category for 1 year; additional contributions will move individuals to a different category in the following year(s).
For each of the categories, there are a number of ways NEHA recognizes and thanks contributors to the foundation. If you
are interested in contributing to the Endowment Foundation, please call NEHA at (303) 756-9090. You can also donate
online at www.neha.org/about-neha/donate.
Thank you.

Billy B. Green
Eric S. Hall
James Harber
Ken Hearst
Catherine Hefferin
Donna K. Heran
William Holland
Scott E. Holmes
Kjel Howard
Anna-Marie Hyatt
Amiya Ivey
T. Stephen Jones
Samuel J. Jorgensen
Katrina Keeling
Soheila Khaila
Eric Klein
Maria G. Lara
Michael F. LaScuola
Ayaka Kubo Lau
Philip Leger
Dion L. Lerman
James C. Mack
Patricia Mahoney
Jason W. Marion
Phillip Mathis
Ralph M. Matthews
Robert C. McIntire
Aruworay Memene
Patrick Moffett
Jose Montes
Shawnee Moore
Wendell A. Moore
Timothy J. Murphy
Nichole Nelson

Darvis W. Opp
Joe Otterbein
Kimberly Owens
Susan V. Parris
Michael A. Pascucilla
Munira Peermohamed
R. Alden Pendleton
James E. Pierce
Michele Pineros
Raymond Ramdayal
Leejay Robles
Catherine Rockwell
Eldon C. Romney
Deborah M. Rosati
Joseph W. Russell
Ryan Schonewolf
Francis X. Sena
Nathaniel P. Sheehan
Zia Siddiqi
Dorothy A. Soranno
Elena K. Stephens
Martin J. Stephens
M.L. Tanner
Tonia W. Taylor
Terry M. Trembly
Emilia A. Udofia
Kendra Vieira
Thomas A. Vyles
Marcel White
Dawn Whiting
Lisa Whitlock
Edward F. Wirtanen
Kaitlin Wren

Copyright 2021, National Environmental Health Association (www.neha.org)

HONORARY
MEMBERS CLUB

SUSTAINING
MEMBERS CLUB

Letter from the NEHA president
and name in the Journal for
1 year.

Name submitted in drawing for a
free 2-year NEHA membership and
name in the Journal for 1 year.
James J. Balsamo, Jr.
David T. Dyjack
Harry E. Grenawitzke
George A. Morris
Robert W. Powitz
Peter H. Sansone
Peter M. Schmitt
James M. Speckhart

($100–$499)

Robert Bialas
Nora K. Birch
Corwin D. Brown
Michele R.R. DiMaggio
Roy Kroeger
Adam E. London
Sandra Long
John A. Marcello
Larry A. Ramdin
William Scott
Anthony Tworek
Linda Van Houten
Sandra Whitehead

21st CENTURY
CLUB ($500–$999)
Name submitted in drawing for
a free 1-year NEHA membership
and name in the Journal for
1 year.
Ned Therien
Leon F. Vinci

($1,000–$2,499)

AFFILIATES CLUB
($2,500–$4,999)

Name submitted in drawing for a
free AEC registration and name in
the Journal for 1 year.
Robert W. Custard
Timothy N. Hatch

EXECUTIVE CLUB
AND ABOVE
($5,000–$100,000)

Special invitation to the AEC
President’s Reception and name in
the Journal for 1 year.
Vincent J. Radke

January/February 2021 • Journal of Environmental Health

7

